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The Ohio State University Libraries Rare Books & Manuscripts Library Announces 

Donation of Materials by Local Music Legend Bela Koe-Krompecher 

 

(Columbus, OH) – The Ohio State University Libraries Rare Books & Manuscripts Library 

(RBML) has announced the donation of materials by Bela Koe-Krompecher, an instrumental 

figure in Columbus’ underground music scene. The collection includes zines, music magazines, 

flyers, photos, handmade tickets and more that document Koe-Krompecher's work as a writer, 

concert promoter and head of Anyway Records from the 1990s to the early 2000s. 

 

While working at Used Kids Records in the early 1990s, Koe-Krompecher partnered with Jerry 

Wick to create the independent record label Anyway Records. In 2009, he began a popular blog 

chronicling his involvement in the burgeoning midwestern music scene and the characters who 

inhabited much of the national underground music world. He has since written three graphic 

comics based on his stories and experiences. His writing has also appeared in the award-

winning book “Malls Across America,” as well as the publications Shredding Paper, Raygun, 

Dagger and 614. Koe-Krompecher continues to champion new artists through Anyway Records 

while working as a social worker, professor and guest lecturer in Columbus, Ohio. 

 

“This collection is exciting because it documents the 90s underground music and DIY 

communities from the perspective of a local participant,” said Jolie Braun, curator of modern 

literature and manuscripts at RBML. “These materials provide a window into how independent 

music promotion, distribution, networking and community building worked in a pre-internet era.” 

 

A virtual event in partnership with the Wexner Center for the Arts will take place on August 31, 

during which Koe-Krompecher will discuss his forthcoming memoir “Love, Death & 

Photosynthesis” and highlight related items in the collection at RBML. For more information and 

to register for the event, visit https://wexarts.org/talks-more/bela-koe-krompecher.   

 

--more-- 

 

 

About the Rare Books & Manuscripts Library 

The Rare Books & Manuscripts Library (RBML) collects, preserves and provides access to 

literary and historical published works and archival material from Medieval and Renaissance 

manuscripts to contemporary novels and zines. RBML's collections aim to advance research, 
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facilitate discovery and encourage exploration. The collections are open to scholars, students 

and lifelong learners. Explore the collection online at library.osu.edu/rbml. 

 

About The Ohio State University Libraries 

The Ohio State University Libraries aspires to be the leading research library advancing the 

educational, research and engagement missions of a public, land grant institution. University 

Libraries promotes innovative research and creative expression, advances effective teaching, 

curates and preserves information essential for scholarship and learning at Ohio State and 

shares knowledge and culture with the people of Ohio, the nation and the world. More 

information about University Libraries can be found online at library.osu.edu. 
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